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Dear Students,



Welcome to language arts.  That’s right—this is a type of art class.  Here, you will learn to be language artists.  In regular art, you might use paint, clay, pencil, or any number of materials to render an image.  Here, your tools are words and punctuation.  That’s what all writing boils down to—words and punctuation.  But if you learn to use these skillfully, if you learn how to choose the best words and create the best ordering of words and punctuation, you can do virtually anything.  You can lead people to feel any emotion, learn any concept, or agree with any idea.   The written word is powerful stuff.  “The pen is mightier than the sword” is a well-worn adage because it is true.  Another way to think of language arts is (a la Harry Potter) like learning from a book of spells.  If you learn to put the right words in the right order, you can make things happen.  So every time you write this year, every time you put pen to paper (or fingers to keyboard), cast a spell—that is, make someone learn something, or feel something, or become interested in something.      


As you can probably tell, I’m fascinated by writing.  This is one reason I got into this business of teaching language arts.  You might think that if one knows much about writing and has spent much time doing it, they could write quite easily.  Not true.  I can spend hours working on a single paragraph sometimes—searching through the thesaurus looking for the perfect words, changing sentences dozens of times before I’m finally happy with them.  I write quite slowly most of the time because I’m always considering what will sound best on the page.  I enjoy writing in different genres: research papers, essays, songs, poems... you name it.  Before I taught here, I covered sports for a newspaper and wrote advertising.  


The other reason I got into the English teaching biz is because I enjoy working with students.  It is exciting getting to know each student’s personality:  what someone likes, what they dislike, and how they express themselves.  You’re each unique individuals with futures ahead of you.  I have the privilege of knowing and working with you for a year, and then you move on to bigger and better things.  My job is to impart communication skills and knowledge that will help you succeed as you move forward in life.  My goal is to help you reach your goals.


Here are a few more fun facts about Mr. Martin.  I’m married to someone you or your siblings may have had as a teacher, Mrs. Martin from Jefferson Park. We have a five-year-old daughter, Brynn.  I have a twin sister, and no, we’re not identical (some people have actually asked).  I attend the Apostolic Christian Church; my faith is a huge part of who I am.  I grew up here in Gridley and attended high school in this building.  I enjoy listening to music (mostly jazz and rock) and am a very talented whistler and kazooist.  I’m an obsessive and fatalistic Cubs fan, meaning that I can’t stop watching them even though I’m resigned to the fact that, ultimately, they’ll blow it.  I’m an enthusiast of poorly made movies.  I earned my teaching degree at the University of Illinois and my master’s from Illinois State University. I know the capital of every country in the world, except for small island nations. And finally, my Uncle Elton helped invent the McRib. 

First Assignment: Write Your OwnLetter of Introduction


Now that you’ve gotten to know me better, it is time for you to tell me about yourself.  Your assignment is to write me a one page letter; it may be handwritten or typed.  You may write about your favorite sport, favorite band, or what you like to do in your spare time.  Tell me about what matters to you.  You can tell me about something you are talented at or something you are crummy at.  You can describe your friends, family, and/or pets.  You can tell me anything you’d like.  However, you must include some thoughts on writing, which might include the following:  what you like or don’t like to write, what you’re good or bad at, or perhaps things you’ve written in the past that you’re proud of.
  Letters are due                      .  Good Luck!              
